In the year 1800, after living five years in New Haven, William Harriman moved to the city of New York, where he continued to cany on the trade with the West Indies, but added to it a general commission business. Throughout the early part of the nineteenth century he resided with his family on Broome Street, just off Broadway, in a part of the city where many old New Yorkers then had their homes. Although he never acquired great wealth, he always lived in comfort and was generally prosperous up to the time of his death. His family consisted of eight sons and four daughters; but several of the sons were lost at sea, and only Orlando, the grandfather of E. H. Harriman, lived to transmit the family name. This surviving son succeeded to his father's business, carried it on successfully for many years, and became a prominent figure in the commercial life of New York; hut in 1^37 he lost a Lin^e part of his property in the great; lire which then swept over the city. From this mishap he never fully recovered; but in later years he partly retrieved his fortunes, and passed the remainder of his life in cum* fort, if not in luxury.
His oldest son, also named Orlando, was I'C. If, Harriman's father, lie entered Columbia University* distinguished himself as a student, and was graduated with honor, after having won the: gold, silver,